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MAJOR U.S. MUSEUMS EXHIBIT
CHINESE CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY
THIS SUMMER SEASON& BEYOND
Contemporary Chinese photography is becoming increasingly prominent in the field of
international contemporary art. In the coming months, three major US institutions – The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, The Museum of Modern Art, and the J. Paul Getty Museum – will include works by
Chinese contemporary photographers in major group exhibitions.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York recently acquired a collection of photographic
works by Chinese artists from an anonymous donor. Contemporary Chinese artists whose photography is
now represented in the Met’s permanent collection include Hai Bo, Sheng Qi, Song Dong, Zhang Huan,
Hong Hao, Wang Qingsong, Xing Danwen, and Weng Fen. The upcoming group exhibition, Between Here
and There: Passages in Contemporary Photography (July 2, 2010 – February 13, 2011), explores themes
of dislocation and displacement in our progressively global society, and will feature work by Chinese artist
Weng Fen. The exhibition will also feature works by international artists Dennis Oppenheim, Robert
Smithson, Jeff Wall, and Thomas Struth, among others.
At The Museum of Modern Art in New York, The Original Copy: Photography of Sculpture, 1839
to Today (August 1 – November 1, 2010) will feature photography by Chinese artists Ai Weiwei and Zhang
Dali. This show examines the intersection between photography and sculpture, investigating how one
medium informs the analysis and creative redefinition of the other. Bringing together over three hundred
photographs, magazines, and journals by one hundred artists, the exhibition showcases work by both
sculptors and photographers, including Auguste Rodin, Constantin Brancusi, Man Ray, David Smith, Bruce
Nauman, Barbara Kruger, Hannah Wilke, and Robert Smithson. Photographic works by Ai Weiwei and
Zhang Dali entered MoMA’s permanent collection in July 2008; this is the first show in which these works
will be displayed at the museum in a group-exhibition context.
Later this year the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles will present Photography from New
China (December 7, 2010 – April 3, 2011). Offering a contrast to the nineteenth-century views of China
and other parts of East Asia by Felice Beato concurrently on view in the Getty Center for Photographs, this
exhibition offers a cross-section of Chinese photographs produced since People's Republic leader Deng
Xiaoping ushered in a new era of opening and reform in the late 1970s. Highlighting the Getty's recent
acquisition of photographs by Hai Bo, Liu Zheng, Song Yongping, Rong Rong, and Wang Qingsong,
Photography from New China showcases several approaches that are characteristic of recent Chinese
contemporary art, including performance for the camera, the incorporation of family photographs, and an
emphasis on the body. Supplemented by loans of work by Huang Yan, Qiu Zhijie, and Zhang Huan, the
exhibition explores such themes as pre-revolutionary Chinese literati, vestiges of the Cultural Revolution,
and newly rampant consumerism.
AW Asia is a private organization that promotes the field of Chinese contemporary art through
institutional loan and museum acquisitions, curatorial projects, publishing, and educational programs. For
more information about AW Asia activities please visit www.awasiany.com.
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